Government 2305
Personal Responsibility Paper


Students are required to write a paper over personal responsibility. Several topics are provided below; please choose one and research thoroughly, make a decision about the question asked, and evaluate the arguments for and against the topic.

Personal Responsibility is defined as the ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to ethical decision-making.



Assignment:
A core component of a well-functioning democratic society is having leaders who will be bound by ethical decision-making.

Within your paper – keeping in mind and evaluating the ethical merits of the decision – you should address the arguments in support of and in opposition to the decision. What evidence is there that lends credence to each side of the argument? Finally, this decision will inevitably have political implications. What are those implications, and how do those realities enhance your understanding of how politics works? You must draw a conclusion and justify your position.



Paper Guidelines:
· Between 1,000-1,250 words in the body of the paper (does not include cover page or references)
· Minimum of 5 academic sources, included at the end of the paper in a works cited page
· Paper must conform to the APA style format (see Purdue OWL for formatting)
· No abstracts
· Section headings are optional
· Paper must be typed and submitted via assignment in Blackboard


Due Date: April 8

Points Possible: 100

[bookmark: _GoBack]For 10 bonus points: Submit an outline of your paper by April 1st. It can be in any format, but it needs to include a thesis statement and correctly formatted sources.


Topics: Choose One
· The Supreme Court and the Voting Rights Act
· Evaluate and discuss the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Shelby County v. Holder (2013), in which the Court struck down the preclearance provision in the Voting Rights Act of 1965. When that provision was in effect, jurisdictions (mostly in the South) that had a history of discrimination had to get approval from the federal government to change any laws relating to elections. After the Court’s ruling, those jurisdictions are no longer required to get approval from the federal government to change such laws.
· What has been the effect from the change in the law? Have states, particularly southern states, been emboldened to make it more difficult to vote? Have certain demographic groups been disenfranchised? What is the effect when not every citizen is allowed to vote, or feels that they cannot vote?
· Note: One source MUST BE the Supreme Court’s opinion.
· Same-Sex Marriage
· Evaluate and discuss the Supreme Court’s 2015 decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, in which the Court held that, based on the 14th Amendment’s Equal Protection Clause, states cannot prohibit same-sex couples from getting married.
· Read the majority and dissenting opinions of the Court. 
· What are some of the major impacts of this case on same-sex couples?
· The dissenters from the decision – including the Chief Justice, John Roberts – argued that it was inappropriate for the Court to circumvent the democratic process. Is this correct? Would it have been better for individual states to make the decision regarding same-sex marriage, or is the majority correct, that the equal protection clause of the 14th amendment protects all in the area of marriage?
· NOTE: One source MUST BE the Supreme Court’s opinion.
· Ford’s Pardon of Nixon
· Evaluate and discuss President Gerald Ford’s decision to pardon President Richard Nixon.  
· Look at the effect on the Presidency. If Nixon had been convicted, what would have happened to the institution of the Presidency?
· There were political implications for Ford, as well. What was the effect on his political career? Why did Ford decide to pardon Nixon?
· NOTE: One source MUST BE Ford’s pardon proclamation.
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